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CABINET APPROVES CONSTRUCTION OF CONCORDIA LIBRARIES 


MONTREAL / January 24, 1985 -— The Québec Cabinet has approved Concordia 
University's long-delayed plans to build new library facilities on its downtown and west- 


end campuses. 


Higher Education, Science and Technology Minister Yves Bérubé announced today 
that the Québec government will contribute $18,7 million towards the construction of 
two projects, the total cost of which is $46 million dollars. The balance of the cost for 
the two projects: the new library on the downtown campus and the doubling in size of the 
Vanier Library on the west-end campus will be absorbed by the University --mostly 


through funds being raised by its ongoing Capital Campaign. 


Concordia Rector and Vice-Chancellor Patrick Kenniff said the Minister's 
announcement means that Concordia has cleared the last major hurdle in its decade-long 
campaign to build new library facilities. "We are delighted that the government portion 


of the funding for our building projects is now at least confirmed," he said. 


"I know this will stimulate all those who are working on the Capital Campaign 
because we must now complete the funding package from private sources. There are still 
many details to work out before construction begins, but plans are now going full-speed 
ahead so that we can start at the earliest possible date. Once construction begins the 


projects will take about three years to complete," Kenniff said. 


The downtown portion of the project will occupy the lot bordered by Bishop and 
Mackay streets, de Maisonneuve Boulevard, and the east-west laneway located between 
MacKay and Bishop near Ste-Catherine Street. The building's award-winning design was 
conceived by the Montreal architectural consortium of Werleman, Guy Associates and 


Blouin Associates. 


At the west-end campus the 2l-year-old Vanier Library will be totally renovated 
and doubled in size by the construction of an extension. The new portion of the building 
will extend eastwards from the existing structure towards Belmore Avenue. The design is 


by Le Moyne and Associates. 
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The new facilities will also allow Concordia to consolidate the operations of its 


Faculties of Commerce and Administration, and Engineering and Computer Science. 
In addition, they will provide space for badly-needed classroooms, study rooms, 


auditoria and numerous other faculty and administrative offices, many of which are 


currently rented in buildings scattered throughout the downtown area. 
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For further information contact CAROLE KLEINGRIB or KEN WHITTINGHAM 
Concordia University Public Relations Department, at (514) 879-8497. 


